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January 2012

In Jamuary, 2011, the Blue Eibbon Commnussion, appointed by Cardinal Justin Rigahi began a
comprehensive stdy of the elementary. special education and secondary schools of the
Archdiocese of Pluladelphia as well as the Pansh Feligious Education Programs in the panshes
across the Archdiocese. The Commission identified the critical trends facing the fuhwe of
Catholic schools in particular which include: declining Church attendance and contmbutions,
shifting demographics, diminishing enrollment and rising tuitions as well as undentilized school
buildings. Above and beyond the twition, fees and fimdraising, the Archdiocese as well as its
parishes has provided over fifty million dollars to underwmte the costs of providing cuality,
Catholic education. In fact, over the past ten years, that accumulated figure is $751,000,000.

As a result of this study, the Blue Ribbon Commission developed a comprehensive strategic plan
focused on the ability to provide quality, affordable and sustaimable Catholic education for
present and future generations across the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Expecting each school to
provide this outcome on its own has become much more difficult over the years as you have
heard from the anmouncements of school closings each June.

At a meeting for pniests, school admimistrators and directors of religions education on Janmary 6,
2012, the Blue Fabbon Comnussion will provide the specifics of their plan.  This renewed vision
provides great hope for the fiuture of Catholic schools and their service to the children and
families in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. The time 15 here for all of us to step forth with the
support, good will and ongoing involvement enabling our long held tradition of Catholic Schools
to be here for our children and for the children of future generations.

A copy of the Blue Fibbon Commission report will be available on Friday, Jannary 6. 2012 on

the followimg website @ www faithinthefuture comny  The site will become available gfter the
Press Conference on January 6, 2012 which will begin at 4 PM. You can view the Press

Conference on line which will be streamed live at www.archdiocese-phl org.

Saint Jolhn Neumann and Saint Katharine Drexel pray for us

in this time af transifion and change in the Archdiocese of Pliladelphia
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SATURDAY NIGHT BINGO
With the family!

FEBRUARY 04

Doors open at 6 PM, Games start at 6:30
Join us at St Basil's Parish Hall for Fun, Pizza,
Bingo and prizes.

Benefits the Youth Programs of St. Basil's and
St. Joseph's Parishes

Family of Four - $25 ~ (register by Jan. 30 for only $20!)
Includes: 1 large pizza, 2 liters of soda, ¥
and 4 bingo cards.

Order extra Pizza -$8; Soda - $1.50; Bingo Cards — $5.00
Walk-ins okay for Bingo only.
Questions? Call Carla Narducci: 610-948-8385

Please fill out the information below and return form with check to our rectory.

FAMILY NAME:

Children/ages:

ADDRESS:
Telephone # Home: Cell:
Any Extras: Pizza ($8) Bingo Only: $8 per person/ extra child/card
Soda (1.50)
Cards ($5)
Check No. Amt. Enclosed

Please make checks payable to: St. Joseph’s Parish. Thanks for your support!



Our 2011-2012
YEARBOOK
IS on sale now!

A Yearbookh is
forever...
Don’t miss
out!

Return this form with your yearbook payment to the office by March 2, 2012

Student Name(s) Grade(s)

Teacher Name(s)

# Yearbook(s) @ $22.00 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

Please make checks payable to: St. Basil the Great School



